The energy performance of residential and commercial buildings is a vital topic because of the rapid urbanization occurring throughout the world. Accommodation buildings are considered energy intensive compared to other commercial facilities. In addition, they are the main component of the tourism industry. Therefore, various actions and policies have been introduced to improve the energy performance of accommodation buildings. This research depends on a national scale database of energy consumption of commercial buildings in Japan. It is the main source of data to conduct this study. The Database for Energy Consumption of Commercial buildings (DECC) is a national survey that is provided by the Japan Sustainable Building Consortium (JSBC). Based on the DECC, the study presents a general benchmark which is developed by applying regression and artificial neural network (ANN) methods to assess the energy performance of accommodation buildings in the Kanto region, Japan. The study presents a broad benchmark to evaluate basic energy consumption of accommodation building with three variables. In addition, the study highlights the necessity of designing the ANN model through the choosing of hidden layers and training method. The outcomes of each learning method and hidden layer was examined using main indicators to verify its accuracy.
Introduction
Recently, rapid urbanization has increased energy use demands in the building sector. The energy use of buildings has steadily increased worldwide, achieving between twenty to forty percent of total energy in developed countries.
Due to the complexity of the energy systems of buildings, it is difficult to achieve accurate analyses. This is because of the variety of energy types and building categories. For instance, the main energy forms are consumed by condition load, hot water, lighting, and ventilation. The building categories can be classified into commercial, residential, and industrial buildings, differing from small rooms to large assets. At the same time, the energy systems of buildings are affected by different variables, such as weather conditions, building structure and properties, users' behavior, and the operation of sublevel components like cooling, heating, and lighting systems.
The building sector has a greater potential to improve energy performance than other sectors. Therefore, reducing energy use of buildings is a main goal for various firms at local, national and global scale.
Commercial buildings contain a wide range of building categories such as offices, health care, sport center, retail, lodging and public building. These categories have special energy requirements depending on their substantial function. In general, electricity and natural gas are the main sources of energy within commercial buildings in Japan.
Accommodation Facilities are more energy intensive than other types of commercial buildings in a majority of countries. In addition, it is an essential element of the tourism industry along with transportation and other tourism components.
Accommodation buildings have significant environmentally impacts because of their large consumption of natural resources and production of waste [1] .
Benchmarking energy use is a useful tool to evaluate the energy performance of buildings. It enables managers to compare the energy performance of their own buildings with that of other peer buildings. They can improve the energy use of buildings by understanding the what, why, when, where, and how of a building's energy use [2] .
This study utilizes DECC as database to model the energy performance of accommodation buildings since few studies tackled this issue in Japan because of the limitations of data and complexity of this sector.
Literature Review

Energy Use in Buildings and Its Environmental Impact
Building is a basic requirement for human activity and is an essential component of sustainable development. The multiple functions of the accommodation facility require different forms of energy supply. Therefore, electricity, diesel, and LPG are used as the main sources of energy within accommodation buildings in Japan.
Both of electricity and gas provide 36% and 51.1%, respectively, of the entire energy use in Ottawa hotels, while steam represents the rest [3] . The cold climate causes greater consumption of gas for heating rather than consuming electricity. On the other hand, electricity records more than 70% of total energy demand in Hong Kong and New Zealand hotels [4, 5] . The facility classification determines the intensity use of certain energy form. For instance, Vietnamese resorts and 4-star hotels consume less electricity than other 2-and 3-star hotels [6] .
The accommodation facilities have a negative impact on the environment because of the use of natural material and its waste [1] . The environmental traces of accommodation facilities can be recognized in air, soil and water [7] . For example, two groups of European hotels annually emitted about 200 kg of CO 2 per square meter of room in the air, every night each guest discharges 1 kg of waste in the soil and 170-440 L of water [8] . In addition, the growing of the tourist industry worldwide increases the usage of energy and other resources significantly. This growth obviously points out the impact of accommodation buildings on the ecological system and land-use dynamics [9, 10] .
Therefore, accommodation facilities are energy intensive and have a higher environmental footprint than other commercial categories [11] [12] [13] [14] .
Based on the previous findings, more concerns have been raised to investigate energy consumption and the environmental impact of the accommodation sector [15] . At the same time, significant efforts take place to encourage sustainable tourism [16] . New policy and sustainable practices have been adopted to improve the performance of accommodation facilities [17] .
Accommodation Buildings in Japan
Japan imports 91.3 percent of its energy supply. After the oil crises of the 1970s, Japan has taken actions to promote energy conservation, find alternatives to petroleum, and secure a supply of petroleum. However, after the Great East Japan Earthquake, the percentage of fossil fuels has been increasing as a substitute for nuclear power as fuel for power generation [18] . Nowadays, despite actions for decreasing dependence of energy imports, Japan is still considered to be one of the most volatile countries in the world. Therefore, different organizations and government-firms, public institutions, economic agencies and researchers raise concerns about energy security [19] . The law was established in 1980 and has been amended in 1993, 1998, 2002, 2005, and 2008 . Every time it was adapted the regulatory requirements have become stricter in scope and obligations. It covers large facilities consuming more than 1500 kl in crude oil equivalent per year (approximates 3000 t-CO 2 per year) are regulated. The regulated firms sum up to more than 14,000 facilities and their energy consumption consist of 90% in industrial sector, and 10% in commercial sector [20] .
The energy conservation standards for housing and building were first established in 1980 as a part of the revised Energy Conservation Act. These energy conservation standards are called the "Standard of Judgment" in the Act. The "Standard of Judgment" is a set of regulatory reference standards and the construction clients that housing and buildings that fall in the designated group under the Act are recommended to use in implementing their energy conservation obligations as mandated by the Energy Conservation Act. The key obligation includes an annual report on energy conservation measures which shall be submitted by regulated construction clients of housing and building to the government. Since the inception, there were several revisions of the standards regarding this sector in 1992, 1999, and 2012. In the Basic Energy Plan published in 2014, the government plans to strengthen these standards for building and housing towards 2020 in a step by step approach [21] .
The direct contribution of Travel & Tourism was 2.4% of total GDP in 2014, and is assumed to rise 2.8% of total GDP in 2025. The total contribution of Travel & Tourism to GDP was 7.5% in 2014, and is forecasted to rise 8.1% in 2025. In addition, Travel & Tourism directly supported 1,152,500 jobs (1.8% of total employment). The growth is expected to rise by 2.2% of total employment in 2025. Travel & Tourism investment in 2014 was JPY3341.8 bn, or 3.1% of total investment. It should rise to JPY4018.1 bn in 2025 (3.2% of total) [22] . In Japan, the increase in commercial sector energy consumption is almost fully caused by the increase in the total floor area of commercial buildings [23] . Energy consumption of the hotel sector in Japan has been specified as one of the larger energy consumers among commercial buildings with about 3421 MJ/m 2 annual load [24] .
Modeling of Building Energy Consumption
Energy performance of a building is affected by many factors in different levels, such as climate zone, building structure and properties, and occupants and their behavior [25] . Because of the complexity of the energy systems of buildings and the necessity to obtain an accurate prediction of usage, a large number of approaches have been proposed to solve this complicated issue, including both elaborate and simple methods. These methods are used in different applications, such as designing new buildings and operations or retrofitting existing buildings. Engineering, statistics, and artificial intelligence are used to model and estimate the energy use of buildings [26] . Many software programs have been developed for assessing energy consumption in buildings, such as Energy Plus [27, 28] . Although these tools are accurate, they have some difficulties related to detailed parameters as inputs and require a high level of experience to ensure effective usage [29] .
Statistical models, such as regression method, are commonly be used for building energy assessments [30] . These models correlate energy consumption with effective variables and depend on historical data. While this is an easy method to use, it is less accurate.
Artificial intelligence methods are widely used to solve nonlinear problems and complex applications. Artificial neural networks (ANNs) and support vector machines (SVMs) are the most widely used models applied to building energy predictions [31, 32] .
Recently, many studies have used ANNs to model different categories of building energy consumption for various categories of buildings in different climate zones [33] [34] [35] [36] . The input data require specific processing to remove noise and useless variables to achieve the best training results. Some research has focused on the preprocessing stage of input data [37] . The output of ANNs may not be close to expectations or not accurate. Therefore, some correction or calibration is needed to achieve high accuracy outputs [38] .
Some comparisons have been made between ANNs and other prediction models, such as regression models [39] [40] [41] , or engineering models [42] .
Data and Method
A comparison study has been done to validate the benchmarking of energy consumption of accommodation buildings in Japan. The regression model was used to formulate the benchmark equation, and ANNs were used to validate the regression model, since ANNs have more accurate predictions. Both the training method and hidden layers of ANNs were chosen carefully to obtain high accuracy results. Three fit measures, namely, mean square error (MSE), mean absolute percentage error (MAPE) and the coefficient of efficiency (R) were adopted to evaluate the model performance.
The study depends on three main variables which are electricity, gas and water. These variables were selected because of several considerations, such as that the DECC database of accommodation buildings contains some other variables, but there is no good correlation with energy consumption. DECC does not have information regarding HVAC and the behavior of guests. Therefore, the future step for this study is to collect more details for some samples in Japan.
Generally, Japanese accommodation buildings depend on electricity and natural gas for lighting, air condition and hot water supply. In recent years, more buildings have come to depend on natural gas turning on heating and cooling equipment.
Database of Accommodation Buildings in Kanto
The Database for Energy Consumption of Commercial building (DECC) is a national scale survey that provides energy consumption data for 38,273 samples of commercial buildings from 2006 until 2012.
The Kanto region is one of eight segments of DECC survey, the survey contains 24 types of commercial facilities. As shown in Figure 1 , green color segment represents Kanto region, which has the highest annual primary energy comparing to other segments. In addition, Kanto region has the largest floor area of accommodation buildings of DECC, which is five million square meters. 
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Database of Accommodation Buildings in Kanto
The Kanto region is one of eight segments of DECC survey, the survey contains 24 types of commercial facilities. As shown in Figure 1 , green color segment represents Kanto region, which has the highest annual primary energy comparing to other segments. In addition, Kanto region has the largest floor area of accommodation buildings of DECC, which is five million square meters. Because of the variety of accommodation samples, it is more accurate to cluster samples into similar groups. Using K-means method, the samples have been grouped into 5 clusters based on their primary energy method, as shown in Table 1 . Because of the variety of accommodation samples, it is more accurate to cluster samples into similar groups. Using K-means method, the samples have been grouped into 5 clusters based on their primary energy method, as shown in Table 1 . 
Eenrgy Benchmarking
Benchmarking energy performance helps energy managers to identify best practices that can be replicated, either within a building or across a portfolio of buildings. Benchmarks can be reference points for measuring and rewarding good performance, as they allow an organization to identify top-performing facilities for recognition and to prioritize poorly performing facilities for immediate improvement.
The most commonly used statistical method to develop benchmark tools is the linear regression technique. It is a statistical method used to model a linear relationship between a scalar dependent variable 'y' and one or more explanatory variables indicated by 'X'. Regression modeling is an easy method to estimate energy use intensity (EUI) for benchmarking purposes. Clear correlation between affected variables and energy consumption has to be recognized to ensure accurate estimation and a useful benchmark.
The regression model is used to develop the benchmark Equation (1) for the energy performance. The benchmark formula estimates energy use intensity (EUI) based on affected variables such as electricity, city gas, and water consumption.
Energy use intensity (EUI) unite is (MJ/m 2 ) per month, year, room, person or other similar indicator, it can be normalized base on building function or the purpose of study.
where α is the intercept; b 1 , . . . , b k are the regression coefficients; X 1 , . . . , X k are the significant standardized factors; and ε is the random error. The examined factors are selected based on their impact on energy intensity; other factors are neglected because they have less effect or an unclear effect on energy use in this category of buildings.
Artificial neural networks (ANNs) imitate the working principles of human brains and perform learning and prediction. They are structured like a nervous system and are based on biological learning. In this study, an ANN was trained and tested using the software MATLAB. MATLAB provides built-in transfer functions that have been used for the hidden layers and outputs a pure linear function for the output neurons. The output of an artificial neuron can be mathematically expressed using Equation (2):
where y is the output of one neuron, h is the number of hidden layers, W is the connection weight, X is the input data, b is the bias value and f is the transfer function. ANNs is common method to model different categories of building energy consumption in a variety of conditions, such as heating/cooling load, electricity consumption, sublevel component operation and optimization, and estimation of usage parameters.
In Figure 2 , the topology of the MLP network shows the input and output of the ANN model for current study. 
Results and Discussion
Regression Model
SPSS is the software used for statistical analysis in the current study. It has been used to relate independent parameters with dependent parameters in a regression model. The primary energy is a dependent variable in this study that represents the energy intensity of selected samples, and the independent variables are electricity, gas and clean water consumption. Figure 3 illustrates the predicted value of DECC clusters using the regression model. In Figure 3a cluster 1 has low number of samples (29) . The predicted value of primary energy has less values than real values, which means the performance of these samples is not efficient. In The ANN model in this research used the following inputs: Electricity, gas, and clean water consumption from the DECC data of accommodation facilities in the Kanto region.
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Regression Model
SPSS is the software used for statistical analysis in the current study. It has been used to relate independent parameters with dependent parameters in a regression model. The primary energy is a dependent variable in this study that represents the energy intensity of selected samples, and the independent variables are electricity, gas and clean water consumption. Figure 3 illustrates the predicted value of DECC clusters using the regression model. 
Results and Discussion
Regression Model
SPSS is the software used for statistical analysis in the current study. It has been used to relate independent parameters with dependent parameters in a regression model. The primary energy is a dependent variable in this study that represents the energy intensity of selected samples, and the independent variables are electricity, gas and clean water consumption. Figure 3 illustrates the predicted value of DECC clusters using the regression model. In Figure 3a cluster 1 has low number of samples (29) . The predicted value of primary energy has less values than real values, which means the performance of these samples is not efficient. In In Figure 3a cluster 1 has low number of samples (29) . The predicted value of primary energy has less values than real values, which means the performance of these samples is not efficient. In this case, more efforts have to be done to improve or modify the energy plan. The coefficient of variation (CV) value was an average of 0.1 for this cluster. Cluster 2 has 157 samples of DECC database as shown in Figure 3b , the coefficient of variation CV = 0.08 as average. The predicted value is less than the real one, which means the energy performance of these samples is still not sufficient but it is better than the previous case. In Figure 3c , cluster 3 has sufficient size of samples (97) and has less variance between predicted and real values CV = 0.11. Last cluster has (51) samples and shows good results compared to cluster 1 as a small size of samples, it is illustrated in Figure 3d and it has a good value of coefficient variation where CV = 0.1.
The main aim of using the regression model in benchmark processing is to determine the regression impact of each variable on the primary energy. These values of impact will be used in the general equation of benchmarking (1 where X is the electricity consumption (kWh/m 2 ·year), Y is the city gas consumption (m 3 × 10 −3 /m 2 ·year), Z is the clean water consumption (m 3 /m 2 ·year), and EUI is the energy use intensity (MJ/m 2 ·year).
ANNs Model
ANNs are one famous method to predict the energy consumption of buildings. In the current study, the Neural Network toolbox of MATLAB software was used for applying the ANN model. The first step is to design the learning model by choosing the learning algorithm and the number of hidden layers.
Multi-layer perceptron (MLP) is a common feed forward network, it contains one or more layers of hidden neurons, as shown in Figure 2 . In MLP, the information transfers forward from inputs through hidden nodes to the output nodes. The training of an MLP is generally performed by using a back-propagation algorithm which encompasses forward step and backward step. The network's structure has to be nominated by selecting training approach and hidden layers.
In this research, four types of learning algorithms were tested: Bayesian, Levenberg-Marquardt, Scaled conjugate gradient and resilient algorithms. At the same time, the number of hidden layers was examined for 15, 20, 25, and 30 layers. These parameters were tasted on four clusters of DECC data.
The output of the ANN model for different algorithms are validated using three measures, these measures are (MSE), (MAPE), and (R 2 ), also the overall outputs values was taken in account to evaluate the performance of each case. The measures values for different training algorithm are shown in Table 2 .
From Table 2 , the best learning algorithm is Bayesian, especially in cases of clusters 2 and 3. The overall measures show good values such as the R-value being 0.85 and 0.90 respectively, and are not too different from the trained outputs and the tested output. Other algorithms show good values in some clusters, but there were large differences between the trained and tested outputs, also there are many negative results of trained outputs.
For selection of the hidden layers, same measures used to validate ANN performance as in Table 3 . The best results have been obtained in the model with 20 hidden layers for clusters 1, 2, and 3. Actually, Bayesian neural nets are common for solving problems where data is small, as a way to prevent over fitting. Therefore, it shows better performance in the current data of DECC. Table 3 shows the high R value of the model with 20 hidden layers and the close values between train and test samples. Based on the previous finding, the ANNs models for this research select the Bayesian algorithm as training method with 20 hidden layers for training process.
Based on the previous investigations, the Bayesian method and 20 hidden layers will form ANNs model to estimate the energy use of accommodation facilities based on DECC. The previous literature shows the high performance of the ANNs model and accurate results comparing to statistical methods. Therefore, many studies use the ANNs model to analysis building energy with wide range of variable.
In Figure 4 , the outputs of the ANNs models are illustrated for DECC clusters with predicted value of primary energy using the ANNs model. The good results can be seen clearly by comparing to outputs of the regression model in the previous paragraph. Same as in the regression model, the intendant variables are the consumption of electricity, city gas and clean water. These variables are used as inputs to predict the primary energy outputs by using the ANNs model. It can be seen that there is a small variation between real data and ANNs outputs in four clusters, especially if there are sufficient number of samples in the cluster such as in Figure 3b ,c. The variance coefficient shows a smaller value for ANNs results, it was about 0.08 for cluster 1, 2 and 0.03 for cluster 4. Cluster3 has a bigger variance coefficient CV = 0.15.
Comparison of Regression and ANNs Models
The comparison between the regression model and ANNs is an important process to validate the accuracy of benchmark equation to evaluate energy efficiency of accommodation buildings. Figure 5 illustrates the comparison between both models in two clusters with different numbers of samples.
As shown in Figure 5a , cluster 1 has good consistency between predicted values and real data in both method, the regression method has less variance compared to the ANNs model. In Figure 5b , bother methods have less variance toward real values since cluster 2 has a sufficient size of samples to improve the accuracy of ANNs method.
The mean absolute percentage error (MAPE) was calculated to evaluate the outputs of both methods for each cluster of DECC. Table 4 presents the value of MAPE for each cluster. It can be seen that there is a small variation between real data and ANNs outputs in four clusters, especially if there are sufficient number of samples in the cluster such as in Figure 3b ,c. The variance coefficient shows a smaller value for ANNs results, it was about 0.08 for cluster 1, 2 and 0.03 for cluster 4. Cluster3 has a bigger variance coefficient CV = 0.15.
The mean absolute percentage error (MAPE) was calculated to evaluate the outputs of both methods for each cluster of DECC. Table 4 presents the value of MAPE for each cluster. MAPE values shows close value of both methods in case of cluster "2" and cluster "3". In the other hand, in case of cluster "1", regression model shows best performance comparing to ANNs model. Cluster "4", shows big difference of performance between ANNs and regression model. The mean reason of MAPE for cluster "1" and "4" is the size of sample in these clusters. Since the regression model has less sensitivity toward data size, the outputs will not be affected as much as in case of ANNs model.
Conclusions
This investigation introduced a benchmark system that can be a yardstick for future studies with more detail data of examined buildings especially in accommodation sector. The benchmark equations showed how gas consumption has less impact on energy use intensity. This result supports the current trend to depend more on natural gas in hotel building in order to have less emissions. In addition, the study compared the performance of regression and ANNs methods, they are used to develop energy benchmarking of accommodation buildings in the Kanto region of Japan. A database of national scale surveys is analyzed and the findings illustrate the difference between regression and ANNs outputs.
The study pointed out the necessity to design a prediction system of ANNs model to achieve accurate results by selecting the learning algorithm and hidden layers. Bayesian algorithm and 20 of hidden layer show good values of mean measurement indicators.
Sample size was an important factor that differentiates the outputs of the regression model and MAPE values shows close value of both methods in case of cluster "2" and cluster "3". In the other hand, in case of cluster "1", regression model shows best performance comparing to ANNs model. Cluster "4", shows big difference of performance between ANNs and regression model. The mean reason of MAPE for cluster "1" and "4" is the size of sample in these clusters. Since the regression model has less sensitivity toward data size, the outputs will not be affected as much as in case of ANNs model.
Sample size was an important factor that differentiates the outputs of the regression model and ANNs model. This result emphasizes the importance of considering sample size during selection of the modeling method of energy benchmarking in buildings. Therefore, it is essential for managers of accommodation facilities to acquire a sufficient database of energy consumption and other related data to develop an accurate benchmark of energy consumption.
